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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: 25. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

2. The drawings are objected to because " one of the computer in the material 
supplier side in Fig. 4 is not labeled". Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 
CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
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views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary 
to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "10" has been used to designate both "purchaser" and 
"purchase" (page 6, line 24). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: "material 
supplier 20" is repeated (page 5, line 7). 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. ' 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lidow (reference A in attached PTO-892) in view of Salvo et al. (reference B in attached 
PTO-892). 

7. As per claim 1 , Lidow teaches web trading method for lowering stocking costs 
for a purchaser to conduct trades of required materials with a materials supplier through 
a web trading system, which comprises the steps of: 

generating forecast information containing materials forecast demands, which 
are computed according to product order information and current inventory information . 
in a particular period of time and include forecasted material items, quantities and a 
demand timetable (see Fig. 1; Fig. 4; column 3, lines 21-30; column 5, 33-38, column 7, 
lines 34-54; where customer generate demand forecast for desired products to supply 
chain server 7 using a thirteen week forecast, week 0 daily callouts, and ad hoc 
requests) ; 

sending a forecast order that contains the forecast information to the materials 
supplier through the Internet for the materials supplier to temporarily store the materials 
in a materials supplier's storage according to the forecast order (see Fig. 9; Fig. 24; 
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column 3, lines 31-39; column 17, lines 8-14; where forecast order is send to material 
suppliers and checked whether the forecast can be fulfilled by the suppliers); 

generating a materials acceptance message, which, after the materials supplier 
ships the materials, indicates whether the shipped materials are in accordance with the 
materials requested in the real-time demand order and accepted (see Fig. 16; column 
22, lines 35-38; where automated inspection and acceptance of delivered product is 
generated at cross-dock point; error in the shipment are typically fixed at the cross-dock 
point 510); 

making a payment to the materials supplier through the web trading system after 
the materials acceptance message indicates that the received materials are in 
accordance with the materials requested in the real-time demand order and accepted 
(see Figs. 17, 18; column 23, lines 43-49; column 24, lines 40-49); and 

Lidow does not teach method of generating real-time demand information, which 
includes information about materials that are reguested by assembly lines of the 
purchaser right before productions and have been included in the materials forecast 
demands; and sending a real-time demand order containing the real-time demand 
information to the materials supplier . 

Salvo et al. teach method of generating real-time demand information, which 
includes information about materials that are requested by assembly lines of the 
purchaser right before productions and have been included in the materials forecast 
demands; and sending a real-time demand order containing the real-time demand 
information to the materials supplier (Salvo et al., Fig. 1 ; column 3, lines 41 -61 ). 
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Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate method of generating real-time demand 
information, which includes information about materials that are requested by assembly 
lines of the purchaser right before productions and have been included in the materials 
forecast demands; and sending a real-time demand order containing the real-time 
demand information to the materials supplier of Lidow because Salvo et al. teach that 
these incorporation would permit lowest cost purchasing, ordering and delivery of 
inventory (see column 2, lines 52-54). 

8. As per claim 2, Lidow in view of Salvo et al. teach the claim 1 as described 
above. 

Lidow further teaches the method wherein the forecast information is generated 
through MRP (Material Requirements Planning) (see Fig. 24; column 27, lines 20-24; 
column 28, lines 1-14; where supply chain server includes Enterprise Resource 
Planning (ERP)system 584 and planning support tool (Material Resource Planning 
(MRP)) 586; planning support tools allows supply chain server to manipulate forecast, 
demand and supply data). 

9. As per claim 3, Lidow in view of Salvo et al. teach the claim 1 as described 
above. 

Lidow further teaches the method comprising: 

the step of sending the forecast order to the materials supplier by a postal order 
(see Fig. 2; column 1 1 , lines 57-62; where supply chain server review customer order 
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and passed on to the suppliers; Examiner interprets it includes postal order in addition 
to electronic transmission). 

10. As per claim 4, Lidow in view of Salvo et al. teach the claim 1 as described 
above. 

Lidow further teaches the method wherein 
the forecast order further contains a message asking the materials supplier to reply with 
a return receipt indicating that the materials supplier can provide the necessary 
materials supply and identity information of the materials supplier that replies the return 
receipt is recorded in the forecast order (see Figs. 6; column 3, lines 31-39; column 15, 
lines 7-13; where capacity of suppliers and demand of customers are resolved through 
notification by supply chain server to both the parties). 

11. As per claim 5, Lidow in view of Salvo et al. teach the claim 1 as described 
above. 

Lidow does not teach the method, wherein the step of generating a materials 
acceptance message further comprises the step of updating inventory information to 
add the verified and accepted materials information into the inventory information . 

Salvo et al. teach the method, wherein the step of generating a materials 
acceptance message further comprises the step of updating inventory information to 
add the verified and accepted materials information into the inventory information (see 
Fig. 2; column 3, lines 8-22; where reading instantaneous reading of inventory amount 
information is provided). 
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Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the method, wherein the step of generating 
a materials acceptance message further comprises the step of updating inventory 
information to add the verified and accepted materials information into the inventory 
information of Lidow because Salvo et al. teach that these incorporation would enable to 
control unit to analyze inventory amount and price information, and use this information 
to determine if an inventory order should be placed (Salvo et al., column 3, lines 3-7). 

12. As per claim 6, Lidow in view of Salvo et al. teach the claim 5 as described 
above. 

Lidow in view of Salvo et al. further teach the method wherein 
the accepted materials information added into the inventory information includes 
material items and quantities (see Fig. 2; column 11, lines 27-37; where specific 
example of inventory for items (e.g., sugar, grain) is illustrated with current silo readings 
quantities in feet and lbs.). 

13. As per claim 7, Lidow in view of Salvo et al. teach the claim 1 as described 
above. 

Lidow further teaches the method wherein the step of generating a material 
acceptance message further comprises: 

the step of updating the forecast information in the forecast order recorded by the 
purchaser to subtract off the accepted materials from the forecast information (see Fig. 
9; column 8-17). 
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14. As per claim 8, Lidow teaches a web trading method for lowering stocking costs 
for a purchaser to conduct trades of required materials with a materials supplier group 
consisting of several materials suppliers through a web trading system, which 
comprises the steps of: 

generating forecast information containing materials forecast demands, which 
are computed according to product order information and current inventory information 
in a particular period of time and include forecasted material items, quantities and a 
demand timetable (see Fig. 1; Fig. 4; column 3, lines 21-30; column 5, 33-38, column 7, 
lines 34-54; where customer generate demand forecast for desired products to supply 
chain server 7 using a thirteen week forecast, week 0 daily callouts, and ad hoc 
requests); 

posting a forecast order that contains the forecast information to the materials 
supplier group through the Internet for the materials supplier to temporarily store the 
materials in a materials supplier's storage according to the forecast order (see Fig. 9; 
Fig. 24; column 3, lines 31-39; column 17, lines 8-14; where forecast order is send to 
material suppliers and checked whether the forecast can be fulfilled by the suppliers); 

generating a materials acceptance message, which, after the materials supplier 
ships the materials, indicates whether the shipped materials are in accordance with the 
materials requested in the real-time demand order and accepted (see Fig. 16; column 
22, lines 35-38; where automated inspection and acceptance of delivered product is 
generated at cross-dock point; error in the shipment are typically fixed at the cross-dock 
point 510); 
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making a payment to the materials supplier through the web trading system after 
the materials acceptance message indicates that the received materials are in 
accordance with the materials requested in the real-time demand order and accepted 
(see Figs. 17, 18; column 23, lines 43-49; column 24, lines 40-49); and 

Lidow does not teach method of generating real-time demand information, which 
includes information about materials that are reguested by assembly lines of the 
purchaser right before productions and have been included in the materials forecast 
demands; and posting a real-time demand order containing the real-time demand 
information to the materials supplier group . 

Salvo et al. teach method of generating real-time demand information, which 
includes information about materials that are requested by assembly lines of the 
purchaser right before productions and have been included in the materials forecast 
demands; and posting a real-time demand order containing the real-time demand 
information to the materials supplier group (Salvo et al., Fig. 1 ; column 3, lines 41-61 ). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate method of generating real-time demand 
information, which includes information about materials that are requested by assembly 
lines of the purchaser right before productions and have been included in the materials 
forecast demands; and posting a real-time demand order containing the real-time 
demand information to the materials supplier group of Lidow because Salvo et al. teach 
that these incorporation would permit lowest cost purchasing, ordering and delivery of 
inventory (see column 2, lines 52-54). 
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1 5. As per claim 9, Lidow in view of Salvo et al. teach the claim 8 as described 
above. 

Lidow further teaches the method wherein 

the forecast information is generated through MRP (Material Requirements 
Planning) (see Fig. 24; column 27, lines 20-24; column 28, lines 1-14; where supply 
chain server includes Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP)system 584 and planning 
support tool (Material Resource Planning (MRP)) 586; planning support tools allows 
supply chain server to manipulate forecast, demand and supply data). 

16. As per claim 10, Lidow in view of Salvo et al. teach the claim 8 as described 
above. 

Lidow further teaches the method wherein 

the step of sending the forecast order to the materials supplier by a postal order 
(see Fig. 2; column 1 1 , lines 57-62; where supply chain server review customer order 
and passed on to the suppliers; Examiner interprets it includes postal order in addition 
to electronic transmission). 

1 7. As per claim 11 , Lidow in view of Salvo et al. teach the claim 8 as described 
above. 

Lidow further teaches the method wherein the forecast order further contains 
a message asking the materials supplier to reply with a return receipt indicating 
that the materials supplier can provide the necessary materials supply and identity 
information of the materials supplier that replies the return receipt is recorded in the 
forecast order (see Figs. 6; column 3, lines 31-39; column 15, lines 7-13; where 
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capacity of suppliers and demand of customers are resolved through notification by 
supply chain server to both the parties). 

1 8. As per claim 1 2, Lidow in view of Salvo et al. teach the claim 8 as described 
above. 

Lidow does not teach the method, wherein the step of generating a materials 
acceptance message further comprises the step of updating inventory information to 
add the verified and accepted materials information into the inventory information . 

Salvo et al. teach the method, wherein the step of generating a materials 
acceptance message further comprises the step of updating inventory information to 
add the verified and accepted materials information into the inventory information (see 
Fig. 2; column 3, lines 8-22; where reading instantaneous reading of inventory amount 
information is provided). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the method, wherein the step of generating 
a materials acceptance message further comprises the step of updating inventory 
information to add the verified and accepted materials information into the inventory 
information of Lidow because Salvo et al. teach that these incorporation would enable to 
control unit to analyze inventory amount and price information, and use this information 
to determine if an inventory order should be placed (Salvo et al., column 3, lines 3-7). 

19. As per claim 13, Lidow in view of Salvo et al. teach the claim 12 as described 
above. 

Lidow in view of Salvo et al. further teach the method wherein 
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the accepted materials information added into the inventory information includes 
material items and quantities (see Fig. 2; column 11, lines 27-37; where specific 
example of inventory for items (e.g., sugar, grain) is illustrated with current silo readings 
quantities in feet and lbs.). 

20. As per claim 14, Lidow in view of Salvo et al. teach the claim 8 as described 
above. 

Lidow further teaches the method wherein the step of generating a material 
acceptance message further comprises: 

the step of updating the forecast information in the forecast order recorded by the 
purchaser to subtract off the accepted materials from the forecast information (see Fig. 
9; column 8-17). 

21 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosures. The following are pertinent to current invention, though not 
relied upon: 

Dragon et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,625,616) teach method and apparatus for 
material requirement planning. 

Griep et al. (U.S. Pub No. 2003/0014314) teach manufacturing flow control 
method and system. 

Jenkins et al. (U.S. Pub No. 2002/0188499) teach system and method for 
ensuring order fulfillment. 

Johnson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,712,989) teach just-in-time requisition and 
inventory management system. 
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Johnson, Ronald M. (U.S. Pub No. 2001/0027418) teaches system and method 
for on-line, real-time inventory display, monitoring, and control. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bijendra K. Shrestha whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1374. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m - 
5 p.m, 2nd Friday OFF. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Nolan can be reached on (571)270-1358. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




